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Who Am I?

Angela Bergmann
▪ Born, raised & currently reside in Akron, Ohio. 

▪ In-house web developer & marketer for Rolta 
AdvizeX, based out of Independence, Ohio.

▪ Rolta AdvizeX is a provider of advanced information 
technology infrastructure solutions.

▪ Started out in personal blogging in 2000. Converted to 
WordPress from b2 in 2003.

▪ Other random facts: Infertility Advocate, German 
Shepherd Dog lover, and MMORPG nerd.

▪ Personal Blog is http://radkitten.nu

▪ Business site is http://berg.press

http://radkitten.nu/
http://berg.press/
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What I will Cover

▪ What is SEO?

▪ Why SEO is important.

▪ SEO tips and tricks.

▪ Why WordPress should be part of your SEO strategy.

▪ WordPress specific SEO tools.

▪ Other SEO resources.
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SEO Vocab – Use Your Words

Index - Indexing is the collecting, parsing and storing of data for 
the search engines.

Meta - Statements within the HEAD section of an HTML page 
which furnishes information about the page.

Keyword - The word or phrase that a user enters into the search 
engine.

Blog – Content published in reverse chronological order, which 
may also be time sensitive.

Site – A collection of pages typically coming from a single domain.
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So what is SEO?

SEO is short for Search Engine Optimization.

What does this mean?

According to Wikipedia, SEO is:

“Search engine optimization (SEO) is the process of affecting 
the visibility of a website or a web page in a search engine's 
unpaid results - often referred to as "natural," "organic," or 
"earned" results.”
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And That’s Important To Me Because?

SEO isn’t just about search engines.

It involves:
– Content
– Design
– Coding
– Social Media

Bottom line, keep in mind that people won’t find you if search 
engines can’t index your website!
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Snake Oil?

Here’s the best part!

You may have heard that SEO is hard. There are certainly 
technical issues, with which professionals can greatly assist.

However!

There are plenty of basics you can master, and their application 
will make a valuable difference on your website.
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So What Are These Basics?

You’ll get sick of hearing this, but CONTENT is king, even to the 
search engines. 

Every website should contain:

▪ About/History Page

▪ Service Pages

▪ Blog

▪ Contact Us
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A Blog? But Why?!

A blog is not a must, but it is a should. The entire point of your 
website is to establish yourself as an expert in your 
field/service/product. One way to do that is to blog about it. 

First, search engines give weight to websites that are frequently 
updated with relevant content. 

They also give weight to visitors coming back and sharing that 
content.

There is no better way to create that 
engagement than to blog.
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Content Tips

Keep articles short and engaging.

If the topic needs to be long, break it up into separate posts. 

Use pictures and/or video.

Focus on one keyword, but don’t overuse it.

▪ Keyword should be in the title, and then used anywhere from 2 
to 5 times throughout an article.

Remember to write for people. Search Engines behave like people 
at this point, and if people are coming, so will the search engines.
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But What About That Other Stuff?

Design, Coding, and Social Media are where WordPress becomes 
a key asset to your SEO strategy.

If you are using WordPress for your website…

If you are using a newer theme you found through the Theme 
Repository…

If you have a social sharing plugin installed like Jetpack's 
Publicize…

You’ve already tackled the majority of this.
If you haven’t yet, do it!



@radkitten

WordPress Settings to Help 
You Optimize Your Website
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WWW or Non-WWW

Choose www or non-www and set it in the General Settings tab:

Pick whichever you want, this comes down to personal 
preference.

I prefer non-www
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Permalinks

By default when you install WordPress your URL’s will look 
something like this: http://radkitten.nu/?p=123

What you want, instead is for your URL’s to be pretty, like this:

http://radkitten.nu/?p=123
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WordPress Plugins to Help 
You Optimize Your Website
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WordPress SEO by Yoast

In the sea of SEO plugins, I always recommend this plugin. 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/

This plugins includes every essential feature you need for 
optimizing your website, and it helps you write better content.

After installation, I recommend you browse the different sections 
to familiarize yourself with what the plugin offers.

If you have questions regarding any of the functionality, Yoast has 
provided a handy guide to configuring the plugin: 
https://yoast.com/wordpress/plugins/seo/

https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/
https://yoast.com/wordpress/plugins/seo/


@radkitten

Jetpack

For social sharing I often 
recommend installing Jetpack 
and using the Publicize 
module.

Once enabled, you can find the 
settings for Publicize under 
Settings > Sharing.

Social sharing shows you are 
engaging your readers and are 
a valuable source related to 
your content. 
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W3 Total Cache

W3TC helps optimize the performance of your website. This is 
important because search engines weigh how quickly your 
website loads. https://wordpress.org/plugins/w3-total-cache/

In all W3TC provides:

▪ Improved page speed

▪ Reduced server load

▪ Browser caching

▪ Seamless CDN integration

▪ Minify and compression of HTML, CSS, Javascript, and feeds

For help configuring this plugin, a great tutorial series can be 
found here: http://code.tutsplus.com/tutorials/configuring-w3-total-
cache-an-introduction--wp-35364

https://wordpress.org/plugins/w3-total-cache/
http://code.tutsplus.com/tutorials/configuring-w3-total-cache-an-introduction--wp-35364
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Other Tools & Guides
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Learn SEO & Search Marketing

Beginner’s Guide to SEO: https://moz.com/beginners-guide-to-
seo

The Moz.com learning center: https://moz.com/learn/seo

SEO for WordPress on the Codex: 
http://codex.wordpress.org/Search_Engine_Optimization_for_Wor
dpress

https://moz.com/beginners-guide-to-seo
https://moz.com/learn/seo
http://codex.wordpress.org/Search_Engine_Optimization_for_Wordpress
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Tools

Websites that offer tools:

▪ Moz.com: https://moz.com/

▪ Raventools.com: http://raventools.com/

Desktop Tools:

▪ Screaming Frog SEO Spider: 
http://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/

https://moz.com/
http://raventools.com/
http://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/
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Stats 

Google Analytics: 

http://www.google.com/analytics/

Google Webmaster Tools: 
https://www.google.com/webmasters/tools/home?hl=en

Bing Webmaster Tools: 

http://www.bing.com/toolbox/webmaster

http://www.google.com/analytics/
https://www.google.com/webmasters/tools/home?hl=en
http://www.bing.com/toolbox/webmaster
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In Conclusion

Remember, SEO is important. 
Don't be a Search Engine Optimist -
someone that just hopes for the best



@radkitten

Questions?
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